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	Teacher(s):         Penny Price-Matthews                                        

	Grade levels targeted by this lesson:  4th

	Lesson Title: 
The Story Behind the Constitution

	Prerequisite Knowledge: (What should students know prior to this lesson?) 

Previous lesson entitled “Setting the stage for the Story Behind the Constitution”

	This lesson meets student learning objectives/standards in the following content areas:

  ** Social Studies    ** Reading/Language Arts   ** Math   ( Science   ** Other: _Art__

	QCC/GPS Correlations: 
M4P1, SS4CG1, SS4CG4, ELA4R1, ElA4R2, ELA4R3

	Instructional Objectives:  
The student will understand the story behind the Constitutional Convention.  

	Rationale for topic: (Why is this important?) 
History is about human relationships and all their intricacies.  This lesson will help students meet and greet some of our Founding Fathers, thereby obtaining a richer experience of this time period.

	Instructional strategies used: (direct instruction, collaborative groups, hands-on activities, other) 
Direct instruction, small groups, simulation, technology, hands-on activity

	Procedures: (Instructional sequence) 
a. Review the vocabulary from the previous lesson (“Setting the Stage for the Story Behind the Constitution”)

b. Use PhotoStory presentation to listen to an introduction of the story of Shhh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz.  Remember to check comprehension with questions provided from Thematic Unit (p.17-18).  If time and supply of materials allows, read through the story, again checking for comprehension along the way.  Check vocabulary used in context as well.  Optional- Use United Streaming on GPS to watch the story.  Find beforehand and bookmark for easy access.  Students can also take the AR test on the book.  Remind them of the difficulty of nonfiction reading.  Make sure they have understood the vocabulary.
c. Math- Complete Facts and Figures worksheet (p.16 of Thematic Unit) using information gathered from Jean Fritz’s book.  Be sure to provide students with copies of the book in order to allow them access to numbers needed for problems.  You might allow students to work in groups, depending on their mathematical abilities.  Provide with calculators to check answers, if so desired.  
d. Reader’s Theater- “A Day with Ben Franklin” from Becoming History, (Ready-to-Use Content Area Activities & Reproducibles) United States Constitution by Really Good Stuff Publishing, p.9-20.  Use the United States Constitution Play to reenact elements of the Constitutional Convention. Allow students time to practice.  The actors may want to  perform the play for others classes on their grade level.  Make sure everyone in the class has a part, if not in acting, then directing, props, etc.  Videotape for future use, too.  

e. Concept collage- Use the materials listed below to make concept collages related to the Constitution.  With the class, brainstorm a list of words and phrases that describe the Constitution (supreme law of the land, a miracle, etc.).  Divide the students into groups and assign each one a different phrase to use as a title for their collage.  Have them cut photos, pictures, and words that express their title.  Display the finished collages.   

	Materials/ technology used: 

Computer, PhotoStory, laptop, screen and projector, classroom set of Shhh!  We’re Writing the Constitution (if available), Facts and Figures worksheet, calculators, copies of Readers’ Theater play “A Day with Ben Franklin,” props (such as wigs for male parts, men’s shirt turned around, lacey handkerchiefs, men’s jackets, long tube socks to tuck pants into, “teacher” props, present-day boy clothing), collage materials (tagboard or cardboard- from cereal boxes, shoeboxes, etc., white glue or glue sticks, old magazines and newspapers, scissors), computer with Internet access

	Evaluation: 
Facts and Figures worksheet with at least 80% accuracy, teacher evaluation, student participation, Concept Collage with  at least 8 pertinent elements added to it

	Appendices: (Include copies of reproducible materials, assessments, etc.)  
Shh! Photo Story, Facts and Figures worksheet, other optional math sheets, “A Day with Ben Franklin” play, copy of vocabulary
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